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\_athael Pearce 


as we head inte autumn, se start this issue with sone 
neusworthy items. Freddy Yacha of Digital Precisiea has 
infersed as that, "Eiderseft are kapat( the Atari ST did 
it, NOT the Gi) and their ĜL business will either be taken 
ever by Iransfore or curselves." àll of Eidersoft's L 
preducts are still readilg available, including their Mouse 


which we have in steck. 


‘Sandy is advertising a 75tk battery backed static ras card 
complete with software which we will review in an uptoning 
issue. Miracle sgstens is alse advertising a @L Guadraprint 
peripheral which allows 4 G's te be connected to one 
oriater. It uses British "plugs* fer the serial connections 
which are not standard db=? like U.S. @L's have so you 
would have to make a modified cable. 





For these of gou she like Lattice C as a programing 
language, GUANTA, the superb users group in the IK is sox 
library to 


offering a Lattice € members, for nore 


| infersatian contact : 





Flat 5 
if Brighten Road 
Satien 


Surrey 582 38] 
ENGLAND 





By Morsholl Stiles 


The @& has several ways of accepting SuperBASIC conzands. 
The sost often thought of method is a progran sith the 
characteristic line number fellowed by a command (Example: 
189 print “belle!"). The other method is sore or less taken 
for granted. The immediate node for entering code, leading 
programs ‘Example: PRINT "hello!" <ENTERD) is asuallg used 
for jast that, and that's where it usually = ends. 


On the wnexpanded @L I found that there was a unique use for 
the latter method of input. The difference aas that the 
comands would be coming fren a file instead of the 
keyboard. I had created a large number of documents on one 
nicrodrive using the QUILL word processor. This resulted in 
an out of nenorg error every tine I attempted to lead a 
decunent er qet a directory, It was then that I realized 
that the boot pregras written ia SuperBQSIC was taking up 
valuable aenary spate. I used an editer te alter the pregras 
apd saved it as boot” in place of the old “best” progran. 
re is the new listing: 


WINBGK 512,256,0, 0:CSIZE 2,1:€18 

AT 2,11:PRINT “LOABING L-i” 

ÀT 4,13:PRINT "versien 732.1 

AT 6 S:PRINT “copyright 1984 PSION LTE" 
Al $,12:PRINT “word processer" 

EXEC KW KDY Ln? 


ddà 


' to cail urong. 


THERES) BUCS GN Ay) SUPER 
PART TRO PAGUE 


This is the second and final part ina listing ue 
received from Digital Precision that ve started in 
iast month's issue, le hope you find tt useful. 


DES LEL ALO C80 


Serial transaission can become fake the off- 

spasmodic if CPU-bound jobs are anding jobs 

running. suspend thea- 
selyes for 
short periods 





Don't use CALL; 
except fr. shart 
bootstrap pros. 


CALL from a larged>32k) BASIC 
proaras can get the address 


fon't use more 
than 9 LOCats. 


Hore than 3 Lūgts or parameters 
in one procedure can crash BASIC. 


ise CLS, or tuo 
smaller BLOCKS. 


Sraving a BLOCK of vidth S12 
doesn't do anything. 


Don't try ta in- 
put gore than 
{278 choracters. 


Very tong lines given to IHPUT 
may cause Duffer full’ error. 


Attempting to EDIT after a pro- 
cedure has aborted or been 

stopped may not be spotted, The 
asg.: ‘not taplemented’ is given 
and the urong line presented for 
editing. Actually editing this 
line can corrupt the BASIC prg. 


Type"break” if 
‘not implemented 
is given in 
response to 
EQIT. Then 
retry the edit. 


For a complete listing of all the “bugs” on 
Bigital Precision’s tist, send a SASE and ve il be 
glad ta xeroz it for you. 


KKKK 


Notice the lack of line numbers. Each line is executed as 
before., The difference is that the @L discards the connand 
after execution instead of holding it in senerg. "LOAD 
ndvi_ boot’ becenes the sane as "IRUN advil beat". You canast 
list the progran with the LIST command. 


There are two catches te this aethed. First, all cemzands 
nast be executable as stand alone, typed ia commands (no 
line number references). Second, if gow call ether pregrans 
or command files (like this one) and execetien af the file 
is aborted prenaturely, the file can be left ia an epen 
state with no apparent wag te access it again but te reboot 
the computer. I suggest that this aethed be used for one 
tine operations like a sinple boot program, bst it mag have 
sone other useful purposes. 


ff 





In last sonth's issue, lise 118 of Marshall's pregran 
SPINNING RINGS, has an error which we want to correct. The 
last part of the line SHOULB have been printed, "ecel = §° 
"eeeh", 


ad sot We = apologise Fer the error, 





Gee of the bigest goth areas in  miersconpuler 
applications today is DESKTOP PUBLISHING. & key 
requirenent of such programs is the effective 


combination of tert and graphics on a salti=page basis. 
Several commercial preqrans of this type, such as 
Ventura Publishing and Pagemaker, are available for the 
Machintesh, IBM, atari SI, aad fmiga line of computers. 
These prograns range fres $136 te $866. 


The Sinclair @L is net to be overlesked in this area, 
Teo commercial prograns, The FRONT PAGE EXTRA from Gap 
Software and BESEIGP PUBLISHER frea Bigital Precision 
provide many of the features of these programs at a 
fraction of the price. 


This review will highlight the main features provided by 
each of these prograns showing once again that the 
i wth its 6800 processer and = expansion 
capabilities can  previde  'real' creative power. 
Typical oases for these programs could be dhe 
generation of sales flyers, catalegs. price lists for 
small companies, a club newsletter, greeting cards, 
business cards, the possibilities are almest endless 
with a little perseverance in mastering the capabilities 
provided. 


Gap ‘Software was the first sanufacturer fo produce a 
desktop publishing package. heir first attempt, FRONT 
PAGE, provided many ef the basic functions but was rather 
slow and limited in its fermatting capabilities. fhe 

a was the first te use Liberation «© Seftwara's 
AISERATOR te compile ‘Superbasic cede in which the 
native progran was written. Recently GAP intreduced an 
updated version of FRONT PAGE, once agaia compiled using 
GLIBERATOR, but with inpreved functionality. à keg gaal 
expressed by this manufacturer was {te develop a progran 
which would run in an unexpanded 128k machine. GAP has 
maintained this philosophy even with the current version 
of FRONT PAGE, but was wise enough te realize that many 
Gi users now have expanded memory and would like te see 
programs which can utilize it te provide extended 
capabilities. This led te FRONT PaGE EXTRA hich 
requires at least 238k of additional senery. 


A recent entry ints the sarket, Digital Preesion's 
DESKTOP PUBLISHER (DIP) costs approximately twice as 
much as FRONT PAGE EXTRA (FP) but is rich in saay 
innovative featares especially in the graphics area that 
the former lacks. Conpiled asing TURBO, it too requires 
at least 256k ef expansion menory. Both programs can be 
used purely on their am but their real power are 
realized when combined with a dedicated word processor 
and graphics packages. 


The features provided by both as ae ta 
numerous to elaborate opona fullg. I sill, therefore, 
limit my review to the najor differentiating features 
provided bg both aleng with areas which could stand sone 
inproverents. 

Both pregrans allow for the user to enter text either 
thre manual keyboard entry er via a file inte a user 


definable window. FPX allews for files read-in te cone 
From Quill, BP's the Editer, or even From Superbasic. It 


2 


strips out any control codes present. OTP can also 
accept files but does net properiy strip out the control 
cades fron Qwill aking manual editing necessary.<See 
August MR for way to overcome this. EB.) In both 
prograns manual entry fren keyboard is limited te simple 
insertion and deletion and movment within the defined 
window oniy, FPX allows the user te chose from among 6 
fonts on a character by character basis, while BIP aly 
allews for this to be made on the entire contents of the 
window. This means many more windows woeld need to be 
opened in MP making if slightly sere akward to use, 
When input is coming from a file, BIP will oalg display 
input ints which fits the cefined-window (which cannot 
exceed the 408 pixel by 209 pixel viewport displayed). If 
the file length exceeds this the user must scroll to 
display the proper portion and open another window after 
seralling io form large colemas. [This is limiting is 
composition of applications requiring sultiple cole»as 
such as newsletters, etc. FPX shines in this area witb 
an in=built facility to forgat inferaatien read fros a file 
ints 2,3,0r 4 colums across the page. [he user tan 
interrupt entry at any time to position te a different 
column, position sithi a colum, or even page. (FPX 
provides 2 simultaneous pages with 236k extra, while BP 
provides this with 3izk added). 


Justification is alse available in both prograns te 
sake ouipet loak very professional. In SIP the aser 
selects No, Left, Right (really flush justification to 
both right and left ends of coluna) or centre. FPX 
provides essentially only full justification (flush te 
left and right colens). Ihis sicrejustification (done on 


. a pixel by pixel rather than character basis ts miaisize 


‘white space’), is done as input is read and is quite 
interesting to watch! 


Gap states that they realize their progran is verg 
limited in graphics (freehand line drawing only and 
NG's) and they assume users will ispori and manipulate 
graphics sing external dedicated graphic packages such 
as E¥E-@ or GRAPHIGL. This is the area in which BIP 
excells. The program has several odes af operation 
including the above-mentioned tert sede in which @ "7 by 
S"=pixel-lisited fonts are employed. fmather node allows 
fer higher resolutionn text on a 16 by 16 pixel basis. 
This text can be sealed up in either "x" or “y” directions 
to produce large characters without significant less of 
defination for headlines of large graphic characters. Te 
this end apprexinatelg a dozen fonts are supplied, tuwo 
ef which are graphical. 


The capabilities previded in this sede are numerous. 
Theg include variable line spacing, Geld, italics Gath 
right left,or no slaat), upside down, reversed, mirrored 
ad rotated — characters on all  foats. Graphic 
manipulations allow for serging of characters with 
nunereus patterns via an exclusive fuction. This leads 
to many interesting effects such as shadow writing, 
sirrer writing, and generation of elaborate 
patteras suitable for framing text. BIP alse allows for 
importation of = graphics in beth compressed or 
un-conpressed nodes inversion, mirroring and full cut and 
paste operation. 


BIP «allows fer a built-in aultitasker which allows 
the user to leave the program and switch to anether via 
CIRL-C. FPX is run as an exec job and requires a 
pregram such as Taskmaster te allew switching ef jebs. _ 


DIP provides for a total work area of FOO x sg \ 


pixels and has a print driver allowing for the page(s) 


te be printed upright of sideways. FPX provides fer a 
$60 x $Ë pixels area and alse contains a specialized 
print driver. 


This review can ast pessibily expect to 
ively include all the features provided by 
-— these excellent programs. FPA is ideal if = your 
. applicatiens are primarilg textual and = sulli-colunn 
~ oriented hile DIP while more than adequate for those 
uses excels where graphics are a keg element of the 
tetal page conposition. 


ff 





igital frecisien has just reteatly released BESEIOP 
POBLISHER SPECIAL EDITION version 2.3. This new versión 
requires a misiem ef Sizk Fat and the use of at least a 
single disk drive. Sone of the advanced features of this 
ssetial version include the following. You can have windows 
larger than the visible sereen which can be up te the size 

of the shale page, There are now Zi integral OL character 

sets instead af 12 and gow caa now change to a different 

character from inside the text sode. You can use ang or all 
tha H sets-ia ene piece of tert. User selectable sord wrap 
on tert is now available. @ne is able to underline 
individual werds, inverse individual zords asd bave sight 
jastification te ward er character. 


There is am alse fell @UILLlis and Ill doc 
cenpatability. If you use contrel codes in QUILL such as 
BAS ar italics, BESTOP will isport these alse. Yeu can 
lead text across ang area up to the entire page in one go. 
Fou can lead 16 by 16 fonts across ang area up te the entire 
page in ene ge. The page can be sirrered, inverted and you 
tah new specify different page sizes (03, M4, s, for 
example). Jou can “aute size” incoming text fer the best 
sessible fit. 

a ee ; j : 
Graphically, there are sa line, art, line, circle, and 
ellipse drawing routines. There is a full feature fextere 
fill reutine and over 7009 textures are included as 
standard. Jou say also define your can textures, You can 
even lead ia pages free, say, FRONT PACE, and re-design thes 
in BESIG. 





ff 





Fer these ef you whe would like rore information on a 
comparison between the above two desktop pregrans fer the 
GL, the fugust issue of QL NORLB alse has aa article on the 
sisilarities and differences between the = tue. 


fed, fer ang of you with a Prowriter $056 printer, the 
fagust issue alse contains a listing of a pregraa to allow 
yeu to modify the OPRINT file fron ESEL te dump to your 
printer. 


The fugest issue alse centains an excellent article by Sinoa 
Geadwint of TURES fase) on differences between the various 
GL RüöMs which complements our “Bugs in mg SuperBasic" 
listing featured earlier in this issue. 





received the following letter fron Carl Ruchte of 
\_esisville, NE: 


"I was pleased to find the coverage of PASCAL in your Julg 





ÜL BEPGRT> There has been little on languages other than 
SeperBasi€ in any of the newsletters er magazines I receive. 
These of us whe progran ia other laaguages are alwags happy 
ło find that we are not  tetally overlooked. 


It sight be well to point out to your readers that if the 
desonstration programs in the Jalg GR are ceapiled with the 
Metacenco compiler that the extensions to ISO option nust be 
invoked; that is, when the compiler asks, “Extensions to 158 
standard [¥-NJ?" you rust tupe "y" {enter}. 


The Netacesce compiler with the extensions te 158 option 
invoked permits a simpler means of sending data to the 
orinter. Exazple: 


Program Testprint(input output ptintfile?; 


var 
priatfile: text; 
Begin 
renrite(printfile, “seriz’); 
weitela(priatfile, This will alse nake the priater 
work!) p — 


ff 





Networking a Trump @L te THOR has preved te be a very nice 
cembination. XCHANGE on THESE does not seen te contain the 
bug in ARCHIVE which limits you to 2300 sone odd records. We 


were able to surpass the number on THOR which resulted in an 


“inconplete file transfer" error when we attespted te close 
the file en a OL. Unfortunately, we have been unable to 
transfer the "IHOR" database over to the OL and successfully 


open it, 
SOP PONG 


The battery clock should be readily available by the tise 
gou read this. We apologise fer the delay and hope you Feel 
the wait was worth it. 


FL) UPPROARTEE 


For these af gou who parchased JAX-I-fl, there will be a 
i387 edition available which sill print directly te IB 
ferns and the tax tables are built in. Me will have sere 
infernation on pricing and costs fer an upgrade in the next 
issue. 








| rR å review by Chuck Platt 





Sidewinder is basically a sereen dump progran, wilh a 
difference. It is a set of utilities that aot saly allews 
you to dump a screen fron ang graphic progran, bet alse 
gives you the facilities to alter your graphic, as ia a 
drawing program. It alse incledes a utility te priat labels 
fron either a graphic source or fren the built in text 
facility. 








Sidewinder is a monochrome high-res node 4 dump, which neans 
that it calg priests the Black pixels of a color graphic 
Sereen, but don't let that threw gow. It alse gives gou the 
option to convert a node $ screen te node 4, and vice versa, 
although Sidewinder woa't print out a sede è screen, 
Tecluded is a REB/GREEN coler conversion option that gives 
you the cheice to sake red er green either black or white, 
or a nestly whiterblack randos dot pattern. The choices are 
between 1 & 9, 1 being nestly white, and 9 being aestly 
black. If you de not choose te receler then red and green 
will be ignered. 


The progran is set ep in a series of menus that are reached 
by single key entries which include the function kegs aad 
others. There is an internal help facility that covers all 
aspects of the programa that can alse be printed eut as a 
Guill file. 


kben the program is first leaded gou have the option te 
viewpriat the help files, lead a sereen, priat labels, or 
print a rule. fhe rule is provided as an aid for judging how 
many spaces you want to ase to center your graphic on your 
particular priater. 


There is onlg one printer driver and that is for EPSGN EX8@ 
or conpatible printers. 


After yeu bave chosen to and leaded a screen gow can then 
either get a hard copy, save if to memory just ia case you 
sake a sistake, sirror, invert (change black to white), or 
edit. Gace ia the edit mede gow can dras freehand er poiat 

by point. You can use black or white ink. In freehand node 

yeu can change the cursor size for thick er thin lines. 
There is also a text editor that allows you te enter text 
using either the @ character set or a bold character set. 
Gace you are satisfied with your screen gou can make a hard 
copy. In this node gow are asked for the Y density, i to 3, 

which dees a multiple pass. Yeu are asked for the X density 
which iseledes all the possible Epson densities, and gow are 
asked fer the size of your damp which can be anguhere fron 

your Full size sereea to postage stamp size. There is also a 
cut option which allows you te crep your screen desa to a 
fraction of the erigiaal. 


This is really the pregras I was looking fer a gear ago when 
I first tried printing aut a screen frea PEINIZE and wound 
up with aa elongated disterted inage. I like having editing 
Facilities in a dimp very nuch even though these are 
limited. ise the labeler is a ice touch. 
Overall I think Sidewinder is good valee fer sour dollar. 
It's not EYER, bat it's verg esefel. — 


Three stars out of five 73%. 


UNTIL NEXT MONTH..... 


ENJOY YOUR QL !! 


HERE ARE OOME OF TRE 
DIFFERENT FONTS FROM 
DESKTOP PUBLISBER 


AND SONE OF THE 
DIFFERENT GRAPHIC 
PONTS.. 
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